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They say that he to lofty Helicon Brought the pure spring of copious Hippocrene. For upon Helicon no stream flowed down Till the Horse smote it, there abundant waters Gushed at the stamp of his fore-hoof.   The shepherds First called it Hippocrene, the Horse's Fountain. Still from the rock it pours not far from where The Thespians dwell; thou seest it, but the Horse Circles in heaven and there thou must behold him.
Plunket thinks there is some support in Grecian and in Vedic legend to be found for the opinion that the original position of Pegasus was upright, and not reversed. Though the Horse appears reversed on the Grecian astronomic sphere, he does not appear so on any artistic monument, vase, or coin.
In the Rig-Veda we read of a swift horse belonging to the Aswins, who, it is said, filled a hundred vases with sweet liquor, an allusion to the fount of Hippocrene.
Max Muller has pointed out that the Aswins possessed a horse called "Pagas," and they are represented by the stars a and @ Arietis. If we look at Pegasus in the sky, and observe how closely following that constellation the bright stars that mark the head of Aries appear, we shall easily understand how these Aswins might have, by Vedic bards, been imagined as possessing and driving in front of them the swift steed Pegasus.
As Pegasus is now represented in the heavens, his hoofs do not appear to touch any stellar representation of a fountain or vase, but if the figure is reversed, we find that the forefoot of the Horse would be close to the water-jar of Aquarius, the source of a great stream of water that flows down the steeps of the southern sky.
In the Aswameda hymns in the Rig-Veda, there is a reference to the sacrifice of a horse, and this is thought to refer to the symbolic sacrifice of the winged Horse of the constellation Pegasus.
Plunket thinks the legend of the fount of Hippocrenet gaze at it long and wistfully, and return to it many times with unflagging interest, we may be certain that there is not the making of an astronomer in us."
